
November 2016

The Messenger
 For Presbyterian Women of Village Church

Inside This Issue
Advent Dinner 1

Moderator Message 2

Presbyterian Women Purpose 2

Advent Dinner (cont'd) 3

Struggling Dinner Re-cap 3 

Operation Breakthrough Reading 4

Star Families 4

WOW Lunch 5
WWS with Jenny McDevitt 5

Church Women United  5

Spotlight on Michelle O'Neal 6

PW Visiting Scholar 7

Mission Sewing  7

Box Tops 7

Gentle Yoga 8

Page Turners  8

Horizons Bible Study  8

Lunch Between Circles 8

Amazing Graces - Dinner Groups, 
Book Club, Bible Study 9

PW Alive Now 9

Mark Your Calendar 9

Celebration of Faithful Women 10

WWS Oktoberfest 10

WWS Hayride 11

November

PW Candlelight Advent Dinner 
We are delighted that the Rev. Hallie Hottle will provide the meditation 
for the annual intergenerational PW Candlelight Advent Dinner on 
Tuesday, December 6.  Her meditation, “Seeking the Sacred,” will 
examine this holy season with child-like wonder.

In conversation with Hallie, she shared that 
“Our culture and our faith collide often in 
this country today, but rarely so evidently as 
on Christmas. After 3 years of teaching 250 
children Bible Class at a church elementary 
school, I gave up trying to explain that the 
manger does not have a chimney, and Santa 
wasn’t there on that special night. And actually, 
a group of very wise second graders convinced 
me that if shepherds and astronomers were 
invited, Santa might as well have been too.”

As she reflected on her own childhood understanding of Christmas, her 
beliefs were not too dissimilar from these children. Her family would 
spend Christmas Eve with one grandmother, “who took us all to church 
and taught us to sing ‘Happy Birthday’ to Jesus over cake before bed. 
On Christmas night we gathered with my other grandparents,who 
would sing country-style Christmas tunes and help us set out cookies 
and carrots as we searched the sky for Rudolph.” All of these rituals 

seemed equally holy to her at 
the time. Her young self knew 
that Jesus was the important 
part of Christmas, but there was 
something sacred about Santa on 
those cold snowy nights, too.

“Instead of combating our culture’s 
encroachment of this holy day, 
I’ve become fascinated with how 
Christians might redeem it,” she 
says. “Hasn’t God always chosen 
the most unexpected ways to enter 
into life with God’s children? Poor 
parents and animal troughs and 
celestial beings. Gift-givers and 
flying deer and elves on shelves.

(Continued on page 3)
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It has been a fabulous fall in the life of PW!  The Circles are in full-swing, 
the Stage Groups are gathering, and the PW community is full of life!  
As Moderator, I have the honor and privilege to select and distribute 
Opportunity Giving to deserving organizations.  This is year, we gave 
$3,000 to five causes including Operation Breakthrough, Village Childcare, 
De La Salle, Clothes Closet, and Presbyterian Women Mission.  This money 
will help serve those in need spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ.

Another highlight from the last month was the “Struggling in the Land of Opportunity” dinner featuring three 
local organizations: Operation Breakthrough, Mothers in Charge, and Amethyst Place.  This dinner brought 
awareness, fellowship, and stories of struggles & hope.  It was a powerful event for everyone who attended.  
I hope you were able to experience it or hear about it from someone who did! 

I want end my message by sharing some personal news that has developed over the past month with my 
PW family.  My husband, Ryan, is taking a new position within his company in Redmond, WA just outside of 
Seattle.  We will be moving in January.  This is very bitter-sweet for us.  We love our life here and of course 
our friends at Village Church.  The community we found at Village has been a gift from God, and we feel so 
blessed to have been a part of it for the past four years.  It has been a joy to serve PW and build so many 
beautiful friendships.  I will miss this place, but Village will always be in my heart.

Joyfully!
Katherine Caputo      
Moderator

A Message from your Moderator

Presbyterian Women Purpose
Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ, and empowered by the Holy Spirit,  
we commit ourselves:
◀ To nurture our faith through prayer  
 and Bible Study
◀ To support the mission of the church  
 worldwide
◀ To work for justice and peace

◀ To build an inclusive, caring community  
 of women that strengthens the  
 Presbyterian Church (USA) and witnesses  
 to the promise of God’s kingdom.

The Lord watch between  
   me and thee, 
when we are absent one 
from another.

Genesis 31: 49
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It’s hard for me to imagine that our great God of incarnational surprises would turn away from a season this 
rich with hope and wonder. How might we seek the sacred among the secular this season? And how might we 
find ways to name it all as holy?”

Indeed, a holy season rich with hope and wonder.  Gather with Presbyterian Women as we celebrate with a 
delicious meal, song, meditation and communion.

Be aware that seating is limited for this very popular event.  Reservations ($16/person) will be sold beginning 
at 9:00 am on Sunday, November 13 either online at villagepres.org (for online reservations, a $1 processing 
fee applies) or in Friendship Hall.  Seating is for tables of eight, and payment is required at the time of your 
reservation. For questions regarding reservations, contact Sarah McKee at sarahmckee810@yahoo.com or 
913-439-0035.

Child care is available with advance reservations, please contact Pam at pam.southerland@villagepres.org or 
913-671-2352.  Note:  Dinner will not be served to children in child care.

(Continued from page 1)

Struggling in the Land of Opportunity: A First Person Perspective
Village Church hosted representatives from Operation Breakthrough, Amethyst Place and Mothers in Charge 
during an October dinner, “Struggling in the Land of Opportunity: A First Person Perspective”.  The forum 
focused on the struggles that families living in poverty face every day in Kansas City. 

Operation Breakthrough Executive Director Mary Esselman moderated a dialogue which covered topics such 
as the impact of drug addiction and sexual abuse on family stability, the poverty trap, the “cliff effect” in social 
service supports, and programs that are helping create sustainable change. 

One hundred twenty attendees shared fellowship and conversation with the “courageous, resilient women 
of Operation Breakthrough,” as described by one of the participants.  The people of Village Church put faith 
into action.

An attendee shared, “It was an honor to be among these women who have the fortitude and determination to 
make a better life for themselves & their children, despite the environments, roadblocks, and hurdles they may 
have to jump over each day. It took courage to stand in a room full of people who most likely have never had 
to face the circumstances they've experienced and tell their stories.”

If you would like to lend your support to Operation Breakthrough as a volunteer, contact Tasha Miller at 
816-329-5233. Also, you might consider becoming a Faxon School PAL Program Mentor (contact Charlotte 
Davison at 913-648-6045)
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Operation Breakthrough Reading Program
Fall Session

Thank you to all the volunteers who helped with the Operation 
Breakthrough Reading Program this fall.  The program is 15 plus years 
and going strong because of the efforts of Presbyterian Women and 
our committed core of volunteers.The four year olds from Operation 
Breakthrough were good listeners as they were enthralled by our 
guest readers: Marilyn Pattison, Laura Langdon, Anellen Neill, Cathy 
Hess, Larry Sneegas, and LeAne Story.

To kick off our fall season, Marilyn Pattison read a story about how 
acts of kindness are like filling someone else’s “invisible bucket”.  
During art time when they decorated their own bucket, the children 
were encouraged to write down kind ideas. Did they understand the 
concept?  Here are two examples that indicate they did. One child 
asked their buddy to write, “Tell my teacher I love to come to school 
every day.” Another said, “I’m going to smile and be nice to Miss 
Ebony.”  Everyone was reminded about the kindness theme as the fall 
session continued.  

The highlight of the fall season 
was getting to see the animals 
at the petting zoo.  The Village 
Church Preschool program 
gave the children from OB 
this wonderful gift! What a fantastic memory for everyone.  It 
certainly filled our buckets! Save the date to volunteer in the 
spring! Spring session is March 22- April 26.

Star Families —Operation Breakthrough
The Operation Breakthrough Truck will be in 
our parking lot on Sunday, December 11, 
to receive the Star Families donations.  
Monetary donations to Village Church for 
Star Families will be accepted for holiday 
meals from Nov. 6 -Dec. 11.

Just $30 will feed a family of three or less and $60 a family of four or 
more.  Note: Operation Breakthrough in the memo of your check. 
Contact Marilyn Borel at rmborel@sbcglobal.com  
or 913-708-1917 for more information.

Starlight, starbright - the first star I see tonight;  
 I wish I may, I wish I might, 
 Have the wish I wish tonight.......
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WOW Lunch at YA YA's
Women of Wisdom, (WOW), warmly welcomes all ladies to a noon lunch on Wednesday, November 16.  We 
will meet at Ya Ya's Euro Bistro in Corbin Park, 7021 West 135th, (135th and Metcalf) in Overland Park.

Ya Ya's offers sophisticated dining, with an eclectic menu inspired by a 
combination of American, French, Italian and Greek cuisine.  Our private 
dining room has an elegant atmosphere and "a staff that will treat you 
like family."

KC Magazine has listed Ya Ya's as Johnson County's best restaurant, and 
Zagat's Survey lists it among America's top 100 restaurants.

We look forward to you joining us for lovely, warm fellowship and 
delicious food.  RSVP by Monday, November 14, to Marvie Sneegas, sneegi@kc.rr.com, 913-209-9608.

Women with Spirit
The Strength of Vulnerability with Rev. Jenny McDevitt
3:30 – 5:00 pm Sunday, November 13, 2016

Hosted by: Women with Spirit

Village Presbyterian Church, room 124 

“The strongest love is the love that can demonstrate its fragility.” ~Paulo Coelho

Often we can feel judged for expressing our feelings and in turn interpret feelings as a weakness to overcome 
rather than a strength to embrace. Women with Spirit humbly invites you and anyone you wish to bring to 
join us as we explore the Strength of Vulnerability through the wisdom of Village’s Rev. Jenny McDevitt. 

Come, listen and share with an open heart and mind as we grow in Christ together. 

Coffee & homemade cookies will be served!   
RSVP by November 8th to Niki Krenzel at susannkrenzel@aol.com.

For childcare, RSVP no later than November 7 to pam.southerland@villagepres.org

Church Women United of Johnson County
ANNUAL MEETING & CHRISTMAS TEA

9:30 am Friday, December 2, 2016

Prairie Baptist Church

7416 Roe Avenue

Prairie Village KS 

PROGRAM:  LEAWOOD SINGERS

All Christian Women are invited.

Questions?  Contact Virginia Stuhr 913-642-7596 or vastuhr@gmail.com
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 “Do small things with great love” – Michelle O’Neal said this as we enjoyed coffee on a beautiful 
October morning. As I have gotten to know this lovely woman, I think those words perfectly describe 
Michelle.

Michelle grew up in Topeka, KS. She attended the University of Kansas where she majored in English and 
Psychology. After graduation, she worked as a book and magazine editor and also met her husband, Brian – 
they just celebrated 15 years of marriage this past summer. She is mom to Ian, 6th grade, Erin, 2nd grade and 
Sean, kindergarten. Michelle volunteers at her children’s school - Ray Marsh Elementary. 

I met Michelle through a mutual friend and church member and thankfully we have become good friends. 
She has been involved in a variety of activities and committees at Village – she’s a Stephen Minister, Circle 
4 Leader, Co-Director of VBS, a CORE small group leader and serves on the Gathering Committee (just to 
highlight a few). Michelle finds her community at Village and always enjoys discovering new communities 
throughout her spiritual journey.

Michelle is warm, friendly, caring and genuine. Her smile can light up a room and her heart is full of 
compassion and love. At our coffee, we talked about all things– kids, church, school, everyday issues. That is 
the kind of person she is – REAL. She mentioned the above quote from Mother Teresa and I think Michelle 
tries to live by these words. She sees the good “small things” can do in our sometimes troubled and difficult 
world. She is trying to discover God's purpose for her life and finds inspiration in books, classes, podcasts, 
blogs -- Glennon Doyle Melton is one of her favorites. 

As Michelle looks ahead to her future, she hopes to continue “seeking” and continuing her involvement with 
Village Church. I’m thankful to know Michelle and all she has contributed to our world.

Written by Carol Solenberger 

Spotlight on Michelle O’Neal
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Box Tops, Coupons and More 
Proceeds from the collection of these coupons benefit the children of Menaul School. 
This past year, Village Church PW gave them $60 from your boxtop and coupon 
contributions.

The children at Menaul School in Albuquerque, New Mexico, thank you for your support.

In 2017, Campbells will be phasing out their participation. Everyone likes soup in the 
cooler weather, so this fall and winter, please save your Campbells labels for PW. Check 
out the boxtops4education.com website for money saving coupons and participating 
stores.

Note: Please be sure that the box tops and labels you save have not expired.

Mission Sewing 
Mission Sewing is getting low on large pieces of fabric: cotton, cotton blends suitable 
for dresses and backings for children's "nappies ".  Check your stashes.  Knitters, pick 
up your red and green yarn for the baby hats.  Remember, we take a vacation the 
whole month of December. Call Edie Hultman @ 913-432-3515 for more information.

Reopening the Letters of Paul
with

Dr. Beverly Roberts Gaventa
Dr. Gaventa specializes in the Pauline epistles and in Luke-Acts  with 

an emphasis on theological interpretation.

Friday Feb. 24 &  
Saturday Feb. 25, 2017

 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 24 
Lecture 1:  Giving Paul Another Chance
 9 a.m. Saturday, Feb. 25
Lecture 2:  When in Romans….  Look to the Horizon
Lecture 3:  When in Romans….  Pay Attention to the Road

Tickets are available online at villagepres.org and  click Connect, 
Adults, then Visiting Scholar

PW is no longer collecting pill bottles. Thank you for your contributions!
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Horizons Bible Study 
Last month, we tackled 
Matthew's view of Jesus 
as a Jewish savior, but 
Luke sees things a bit 
differently. For him Jesus is 
the universal savior. Luke 
may have been a Gentile 
which may explain his 
unique view. Luke is the 
last of what is called the 
canonical gospels which 
while different in tone and 

perspective still share many stories and views of 
Jesus. I hope you're enjoying the parallel sheet 
showing the unique features of each gospel.

Page Turners 
Erik Larson's historical novel, 
DEAD WAKE, recounting the 
sinking of the Lusitania, is 
the choice for our November 
discussion.  We have enjoyed 
other books of his: In The 
Garden of The Beasts set 
in Hitler's 1933 Berlin and 
The Devil in The White City 
a nonfiction account of the 
Chicago Worlds Fair of 1893 
(with the accompanying true story of a serial killer 
in Chicago at that same time.)

Newcomers and visitors are always welcome, 
and discussions are enlightening, having read 
the book or not.  At the November meeting, too, 
books will be chosen for the next several months.   
Meetings are on the Fourth Tuesday of the month 
at 9:30 in room 127.  November's meeting is on 
the 22nd.  

Contact Rosella Hoglund at 913-642-3574 or  
Judy Lockett at judylockett@sbcglobal.net for  
more information.

Lunch between the Circles
Come and join the fun, fellowship and food at 
Lunch between the Circles.  Lunch will be served 
at 11:30 in Friendship 
Hall for all PW 
members, in between 
morning and afternoon 
Circles, every second 
Tuesday of the month.  
Chef Emily is preparing 
delectable delights 
for all who attend for 
only $6.  Childcare is 
available.  Please let your Circle Leader or Carolyn 
Eakins (carolyneakins@gmail.com) know by the 
first of the month that you would like to attend.  
We look forward to seeing everyone there!

Elaine Franz
Messenger Editor

ebdkfranz@gmail.com

Gentle Yoga Classes
Wednesdays at 1:30-2:30 p.m. in 
the youth loft (3rd fl) of the Village 
Presbyterian Church.

 A regular yoga practice keeps your 
body young and pain free. Taught 
by Katie Hurcomb, a registered yoga 
instructor with 20 years of teaching 
experience to populations that are 
50+. Katie knows first hand the power yoga has to 
heal injury and maintain a pain free life.  She shares 
her love of yoga with her students as she guides 
them through poses that are doable and easily 
modified to fit each individual in class.  Come try the 
first class for free!  

Class package options:  4 class package = $55.   
12 class package = $135

Call with questions or concerns. Katie Hurcomb  
913-244-5623, www.katiehurcomb.com or  
hurkate@gmail.com.
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Amazing Graces Dinner Groups
The AG dinner groups were created so women could 
gather in smaller groups and enjoy one another.  
There are several Amazing Graces dinner groups for 
you to choose from.  Each group chooses their own 
dates and times to meet for dinner, dependent on 
the needs of their group, always at a different  
restaurant.  We welcome new members. For more 
information, call Deb Spaulding, 913-219-5503 or 
deborah.spaulding@hok.com.

Amazing Graces Book Club
If you like to read and enjoy good conversation, you 
will fit right in to this interesting group!  The AG Book 
Club meets on the first Wednesday of the month in 
homes at 6:00 p.m.  For meeting locations, reading 
lists and general information, email Sara Wallace at  
swallace01@gmail.com.

PW Alive Now
Alive Now is a Bible Study for women who are 
early risers.  We meet each Wednesday from 
7:30 to 9:00 am in the Heritage Dining Room.  In 
addition to studying a passage of scripture, we are 
a support group for one another and often spend 
as much time sharing and caring for each other’s 
needs.  For more information, please contact Judy 
Cooper at judycooperjc@gmail.com.

AG Bible Study - Nov. 2

Reservations begin for Advent Dinner  - 
Nov. 13

WWS with Jenny - Nov. 13

AG Bible Study - Nov. 15

WOW Lunch at Ya Ya's - Nov. 16

Page Turners - Nov. 22

CWU of Jo. Co. - Dec. 2 

Advent Dinner - Dec. 6

Star Families-Operation Breakthrough 
Truck - Dec. 11

PW Visiting Scholar - Feb. 24-25

Celebration of Faithful Women - April 8

Amazing Graces Bible Study
Amazing Graces Bible Study is using film and 
discussion questions based on the parables of Jesus. 
Our group discovers fresh insights into these parables 
as we read and talk about them. We meet the first 
and third Wednesdays of most months at 4:30 pm 
in Room 133. We start with a social time and begin 
the study at 5:00 pm. No preparation is needed 
prior to our meetings. We invite all who would like to 
participate in exploring their faith through Bible study 
and conversation to join us. For more information, 
please contact Lisa Schellhorn at 913-236-6837 or 
schell5@aol.com.

Our next meeting dates are November 2 and 15, and 
December 7.
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Women With Spirit
Oktoberfest

Mark Your Calendars COFW Brunch 
Please mark your calendars for April 8, 2017 for the 

Celebration of Women brunch. We will again be featuring 
friendship, fellowship, and Chef Emily and her amazing 

food. We invite you to join us as we honor our 2016 
Honorary Life Members who have made outstanding 

contributions to Presbyterian Women. 

The guest speaker will be Sarah Are. Sarah attends  
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, Ga.  

and is the daughter of Rev. Tom Are and Carol Are. 
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Women With Spirit
Hayride


